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Shabbat Ends 

 Saturday, Dec. 11 

5:18 PM 

DAT•6825 East Alameda Avenue• Denver, CO 80224• 720.859.6806•www.datcampus.org 

Davening Breakfast: The NARROWE family will provide breakfast for the week of             

Dec. 13, 2010.  

Gabi Bean                      December 7, 2010 

Rabbi Malka Memorial Speech 

My name is Gabi Bean. I am an 8th grade student at the Denver Academy of Torah.  

On this night, we are gathered here to commemorate the life of our beloved Rabbi Malka, לברכה זכרונו . When I was in 4th 
and 5th grade, he was my teacher. But he was not only my teacher; he gradually became my mentor, role model, and 

friend. Despite our age difference, he treated me like an equal and showed me respect love, and admiration. That was 
Rabbi Malka. He treated everyone like they were the most important person in the world. Whether it was through his 

teaching or joking, everyone was captivated by his warm soul. 

We are very fortunate to have a wonderful community here in Denver. We are all close; kind of like one big 
family. As soon as the Malkas moved to Denver, they instantly became an integral part of the community. The Malkas 
were involved in our everyday lives. Rabbi Malka, his wife Ortal as well as their children built strong relationships with 
many people. They left a mark which is still present today even though they are no longer in Denver. 

I would like to talk about some of my memories from my experiences with Rabbi Malka. Rabbi Malka was 
extremely humble, and always put other people before himself. In his classrooms, he posted pictures of great rabbis on 
the board. The class below mine once took a picture of him and put it on the board next to the other Rabbis. He was not 
amused, and asked them to take it down. He did this because he thought that he was incomparable to the rest of the 
Rabbis.  

In class, Rabbi Malka would tell us of his army stories in the 2nd Lebanon War. In the middle of a test, he 
would suddenly switch off the lights and start telling us a story. He taught us army lessons, turning the atmosphere in 
the classroom into something serious and more realistic than our studies. I had never met anyone like him and was 
fascinated by his life experiences. How often does a kid who lives in the United States merit to have such an amazing 
teacher! 

 Rabbi Malka turned learning into something fun. He used to take us out of the classroom and pretend to 
throw a grenade inside. He taught us how to throw ourselves onto the ground and other military techniques. When I 
was in 5th grade, our sherut leumi girls at the time, Sivan and Reut, together with the Malka’s decided to have a shabba-
ton. We had dinner at Sivan and Reut’s apartment, but then the girls wanted to sleep over. The boys couldn’t sleep 
there, so Rabbi Malka took us to his house to sleep over. As we walked to his house, he pretended as if we were in the 
army and he was our commander. The door to his house was locked, so he climbed in through the window and opened 
the door for us. I felt a strong connection to him; one that you don’t usually experience with a teacher. We eventually 
fell asleep after a whole night of fun. 

I remember Rabbi Malka’s sweet voice and Sephardic tunes. His tunes were unique and you could just hear 
the meaning in his voice. Whenever you saw him daven, you could feel his powerful Kavanah and intensity. This was a 
true inspiration for us—kids and adults alike.  

Rabbi Malka always used to give us advice about life by teaching us lessons. I learnt a lot from him on how 
what life throws at you. He always used to tell us to move on, and never give up, no matter how many mistakes you 
make. He instilled in us a belief in the state of Israel and our Jewish heritage. He helped us learn how to love Israel de-
spite the fact that we live far away.  

Specifically, he portrayed a very special quality that I think we can all learn from: always greet every person 
you encounter with a smile and a hug, no matter who they are. He was extremely knowledgeable in Torah. When he 
taught us, he would quote sources from all over Tanach in the matter of seconds. He was a true Tzadik— he lived a life 
of Torah and mitzvot as was apparent in his lifestyle and interactions with his family and peers.  

I have no more words to say about this incredible man because nothing I say would ever be enough to de-
scribe how great he was. The world has lost a true Tzadik, and I feel privileged to have had him involved in my life. Let 
us all daven for his neshama to have an aliya as well as all the other people killed in this tragic event. And may Hashem 
in his mercy protect all of Israel forever. Thank you for coming tonight. 



DAT News 

CVA NEEDS YOU! 

 D A T L I  N E 

Page 2 

The CVA is looking for volun-
teers to assist with a mailing on 
Monday, Dec 13th. Please con-
tact Kathy Bashari if you have 
one hour to spare on Monday 
morning after drop off. She 
would love some help between 
8:30am-11:00am to stuff enve-
lopes etc. or 720-323-6988. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Last day of school before winter break    12/17 

WINTER VACATION       12/20-1/2 

School Resumes       1/3/2011 

 

 
 

Thank you to DAT parent Yona Eshkenzai & Seena Redan of Keystone Place 

at Legacy Ridge for coordinating NASA Astronaut, Garett Reisman’s visit 

to DAT on Monday.  

Thank you to our student volunteers at the DAT booth at the Rose Medi-

cal Center's Chanukah Celebration this past weekend: Zev Randone, Sahpir 

Freedman, Benjamin Detwiler, Aaron Zazulia, and Gali Bar-Or.  

Thank you to the CVA for coordinating volunteers for the Shoshana 
Feldman Rosh Chodesh z”l Hot Lunch this past Wednesday. Volunteers 
were: Ty Larimer Rabbi Joshua Narrowe, Terri Quezada, Crystal Smith, 
Yaffa and Moshe Smolensky. 

Thank you to George and Hermine Blau for the generous Chanukah gelt 
they gave to our students. 

Thank you to the CVA for coordinating volunteers pizza lunch. Volunteers 
were: Rabbi Joshua Narrowe, Terri Quezada, Crystal Smith, Yaffa and 
Moshe Smolensky. 

 

B’nei Akiva 

Teen Minyan: This shabbat at 9:15 AM followed by a 

special teen kiddush!!  Grades 6 and up are invited to 

participate. 

Next teen Minyan and Shabbaton in January.  Date 

TBD. 

SAVE THE DATE: Ski Shabbaton at YMCA of the 

Rockies March 4-6th.  Grades 9 and up (for 

now).  Limited space so make reservations ASAP! Call 

Nava 303-668-7818 or Giselle 303-328-1922. 

Weekly Meeting: Wednesdays at 7:30 PM at EDOS 

for high school students who are interested in pro-

gramming.  

 

In the Family 

The DAT community extends their heartfelt 

condolences to the Malka family on the loss of 

beloved teacher, friend and mentor, Rabbi Uriel 

Malka z”l in Israel. Rabbi Malka is survived by his 

wife, Ortal and 5 children, Talia, Shira, Tamar, 

Shiloh and Emuna. May his memory be a blessing. 
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OUT OF THIS WORLD!!! 

NASA’s first Jewish crew member on the International Space 
Station, Garett Reisman visited DAT on Monday, Dec. 6. EVE-
RYONE had a blast listening to his adventures and interacting 
with Dr. Reisman. It was an out of this world experience! 

LOST & FOUND 

Please look in the Lost and Found lo-

cated in the DAT foyer. Any unclaimed 

items by the end of the day, Friday, 

December 17, will be donated to char-

ity.  

  

Mrs. Hermine Blau giving Shoshana Reiss, 3rd grade, and her 
class Chanukah gelt. The Blaus generously give gelt to the 
students annually. 

Chanukah Thank Yous 

There are so many thank yous to all 
the volunteers we had for the Cha-
nukah program. From props, cos-
tumes, makeup, refreshments,                 
technical assistance and so much 
more. We cannot thank you enough. 
Without you, this would not have 
been possible. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish


Liat Fischer 

Rabbi Malka Z”L 

 I was fortunate to have Rabbi Malka Zichrona Livracha as my teacher for two years. He made a huge impact on 

my life and I learned many things from him. I remember how he was always smiling. He always had a positive attitude 

and loved coming to school each day to be with us. He treated us like we were each his best friend. It didn’t depend on 

how old you were or what your grades were, he loved everyone equally.  

 I, along with the rest of my classmates have so many memories. I remember that in the middle of tests, some-

times, Rabbi Malka turned off the lights and whispered, “It was a dark night...” but he didn’t tell us the rest of the story 

until we finished our tests. We all rushed through our test so we could hear the story about war that he told us. One day 

it would be about an Arab lady screaming, “Allah Abibti, Allah Abibti,” the next he would teach us how to fight with a staff.  

 Rabbi Malka used to be the best pantomime I know. He always stood behind desks and pretended he was walk-

ing down the stairs. It always made our class laugh. Whenever he told a story and someone was running, he would say 

(in Hebrew), “and they ran” and then mime them running in slow motion. He couldn’t explain the word “head covering” so 

he mimed someone tying a bandana.  

 In fifth grade, the last year that the Malkas lived in Denver, Rabbi Malka often took us to Starbucks and Bonnie 

Brea. We would sit with our hot chocolate or ice cream and just talk. He told us stories about wars, or we would just talk 

about what was happening in our lives. We joked around and spent most of the time laughing and smiling.  

 Rabbi Malka was one of the best Hebrew grammar teachers I have ever had. I still remember the songs he 

taught us to remember the binyanim, goofim, and 10 plagues. In the middle of Ivrit class, while learning the binyanim, 

every one who had Rabbi Malka started to sing, “Pa’al, Nifaal Hiphil Hophal Piel Pooal Hitpael…”  

 Knowing that Rabbi Malka will never walk into DAT again is almost unimaginable.  He was an incredible person 

who will always have a special place in my heart and the hearts of many others.  I hope that somehow the memories that 

we have will be a comfort to us and his family during this difficult time.  I can only find comfort knowing that he is in a bet-

ter place. 


